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Derby and Pembroke came forward, and gave her in the name of
the whole realm. Upon which the people gave a great shout, and
prayed God to send them joy. Some discussion had previously
taken place regarding the ring, which the queen decided, choosing
*k to be wedded with a plain hoop of gold, like any other maiden.*3
Philip laid on the book three handfuls of fine gold coins, and some
silver ones. "When the lady Margaret, her cousin, saw this, she
opened the queen's purse, and her majesty was observed to smile
on her as she put the bridal gold within it. Don Philip took the
queen's hand, and both walked under one canopy when they
returned from their marriage. The queen took the right hand.
The ceremonial in the cathedral lasted from eleven in the morning
till three in the afternoon. The queen was dressed at her marriage
in a robe richly brocaded on a gold ground, with a long train
splendidly bordered with pearls and diamonds of great size. The
large sleeves were turned up with pearls and diamonds. Her coif
was bordered with two rows of large diamonds. On her breast
was the remarkable diamond sent to her as a gift from Philip
whilst he was still in Spain.

In the hall of the episcopal palace the bridal banquet was
spread. The seats for queen Mary and her spouse were placed
under one canopy. Below the dais were various tables, where
the queen's ladies, the Spanish grandees, their wives, and the
English nobility, were feasted. The Winchester boys had written
Latin epithalainiums, which they recited between the courses, and
were rewarded by the queen. After the banquet, king Philip
returned thanks to the " lords of the council" and nobility; the
queen spoke very graciously to the Spanish grandees and their
ladies, in their own language. The tables were taken up at six
o'clock, and dancing commenced; but the whole gay scene con-
cluded at nine, when the queen and Philip withdrew from the ball
In a day or two the royal pair retired to "Windsor, spending the
ensuing month there and at Richmond. Their grand London
entry ensued, in which many chests of silver in bars were borne
in their procession, to the delight of the people, for renewing the
exhausted currency. Then Mary and Philip went to Hampton
Court to spend the autumn until parliament myi in [November.
L Had the English houses of parliament been as firm in the defence
-of the Protestant faith, and of the lives of their fellow-creatures,
a& they were of the ill-gotten grants of church lands, the a-n-n^ia
of '<the first queen regnant would have been clear of persecution;
but the recklessness with which they passed laws for burning
their fellow-subjects, contrasts with their earnestness, when a hint
was gi<ren about the restoration of the mammon they really wor-